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esign has always been a source of expression for
Cynthia Bolton-Smith, as she decorated dollhouses
as a little girl. But it wasn't until she faced the
unimaginable-the loss of her son-that design took
on a new meaning. In her grief, she turned to the creativity that
once brought her childhood joy first as a form of therapy, then
as a calling. With the support of her husband, Smith pursued a
purpose-driven career by founding CCS Interior Design Group.

Today, this Dynamic Woman creates soulful, intentional spaces
rooted in the legacy and lived experiences of its residents in
Chicago and beyond. One recent milestone was the creation of
a luxury vacation home and rental property overlooking both a
championship Caribbean golf course and the Caribbean Seaq,
reaffirming her vision to expand CCS into more international
work. If given the opportunity, she would love to design a wellness
sanctuary for Oprah Winfrey, a fellow visionary dedicated to

creating spaces where people feel seen, heard and empowered.

As the first African American president of the ASID lllinois Chapter
and the recipient of the ASID lllinois Member of Distinction Design
Excellence Award, Smith champions the inclusion of voices that
often go unheard in the design world. She hopes to see more
women, especially of color, lead firms and sit at the table with
developers. Whether speaking at local schools, mentoring a young
creative or curating a space for healing through Make-A-Wish,
she believes, “Giving back isn't just a gesture; it's a responsibility

and a privilege.”

This Dynamic Woman is also a motorcycle rider, a five-year breast
cancer survivor and a woman who shows up to every project-and

every person-with precision, passion and heart.
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